[A phase II trial of pirarubicin in untreated disseminated small cell lung cancer. A cooperative study of the French Pneumo-Cancerology Group].
The usual form of chemotherapy of metastatic small cell lung cancer gives a 50% objective response with a mean survival of 7-8 months. We have tested a new antimitotic drug using pirarubicin alone in 26 patients. After the second treatment we noticed a response level of 12% with moderate toxicity. Then, we undertook classical chemotherapy using cisplatin-V16. After 3 doses the response level was 50% with a median survival of 32 weeks. In our study the use of a single drug pirarubicin in metastatic small cell cancer did not appear to worsen the chance of survival in patients if polychemotherapy was carried out immediately in cases which failed on the single drug. Our monotherapy did not appear to induce resistance to affective polychemotherapy. This method applied carefully to patients with metastatic disease with a strict follow up may be utilised in the assessment of the efficacy of the newer antimitotic drugs.